
Greetings from the Pastor 
Evangelism and Renewal 

Our theme for the new year, which simultaneously introduces a new decade, 
is Evangelism and Renewal. In short, you can simply say ER. Like the 
Emergency Room, the church is designed to be a place that welcomes people 
who find themselves in trouble. While the ER can help you overcome 
physical ailments, the church is here to provide assistance to the spiritually 
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wounded. Because humans have limited resources, when you enter the ER, medical professionals will 
often perform a triage assessment in order to fast-track the most urgent cases. Fortunately, the Father 
has unlimited resources and is able to treat every case as a priority. In other words, you are and 
always have been important to Him. 

God calls us the apple of His eye (Psalm 17:18). He says to His people, “Behold, I have inscribed 
you on the palms of My hands…”(Isaiah 49:15,16). Jesus taught, “Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. And even the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows” (Matthew 10:29-31). Indeed we are special. After all, unlike the rest of creation, we were 
created in His image. 

It is not uncommon, however, for people to lose sight of their uniqueness. Unemployment, divorce, 
sickness, death, broken relationships, and tragedy can lead to shattered dreams. Our minds can easily 
become clouded by holding on to past hurts and disappointments. Not surprisingly, buried under the 
weight of discouragement are people everywhere craving for renewal. It has been said, “The reward 
for pain is the willingness to change.” Someone is willing to try God for the first time. Our mission 
this year is to remind individuals they can experience a fresh start with Jesus Christ, to introduce 
them to the one who eagerly exclaims “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). We can disclose to them the promise, “…if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 
5:17). We can evangelize through renewal! My appeal to you is simple. Let us work together, every 
department, every officer, and every member to be agents of hope in 2020. 

In God’s service, 
Dr. Paula Olivier 
Pastor   
Ebenezer SDA Church  
www.ebenezersda.org 
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW: 2019 WINTER 2020

Picture This! 
TIP: Click the links below to see bonus photos from each event. Here’s the rundown:

‣ Christmas Cantata 
‣ Communion 
‣ Dress Red Day 
‣ Easter Cantata 
‣ Ebenezer Choir 
‣ Family Life Day 
‣ Friends and Family Day 

‣ Health Fair 
‣ International Day 
‣ Leadership Training 
‣ Men’s Ministry Day 
‣ Oshkosh Recap 
‣ Pastor Appreciation Day 
‣ Revelation Seminar 

‣ Seniors' Brunch 
‣ Women’s Ministry Meeting 
‣ Youth Day 
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http://www.imagebam.com/gallery/ib15f1y249ud2ve7k4qsbwp3i35hxswf
http://www.imagebam.com/image/309ece1370890196
http://www.imagebam.com/gallery/dre6hhlja1w9oem57xqmsv9clra0w4p9
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Photos 
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ELDERS ORDINATION 2019 [continued from page 3] 
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Revelation Seminar 
Dr. Ranko Stefanovic 

The book of Revelation is one that is vastly misunderstood by many, and as such has been referred to 
as a sealed book. On the contrary it is just as the title Revelation says – to reveal or make known. 
Though widely populated with numbers, symbols, and detailed images of beasts and other animals, 
that is not the focus of the book. The central theme is Jesus! It is “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”. 

An entire quarter was dedicated to studying this eschatological book by way of our Adult Sabbath 
School Lesson of which Dr. Ranko Stefanovic was the principal contributor. Through the sequential 
study of this amazing book of the Bible we could see Jesus clearly – His life, His death, His 
resurrection, His high priestly ministry, and His imminent return as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

It was a delight and absolute honor for the Ebenezer church to host Dr. Ranko Stefanovic for our 
Revelation of Christ Seminar, as we culminated this series of study on the book of Revelation. For the 
divine service hour, he delivered a dynamic and transformative message as he expounded the 
powerful truths of Revelation with such clarity. There was also an afternoon session with a Question 
and Answer segment where Dr. Stefanovic (using the Bible as its own interpreter) answered difficult 
questions about what many of the symbolism in Revelation means. It was a tremendous blessing! 

Stacey Samms 
Asst. Personal Ministries Leader 

5

Revelation Seminar Photos

http://www.imagebam.com/gallery/yfp3viywit4tsp3cx7o9fh2i9yjk0jbz


Youth Day 
“Soaring to New Heights with Jesus” 

Our Youth Day for 2019 was celebrated on Sabbath, April 6th. Our theme was “Soaring to New 
Heights with Jesus.” Our Youths led out for the entire day. We started out with our Adventurers who 
led our Sabbath School Program and we finished the day with our Pathfinders who led out in our 
AYS program. For theDivine Service, our youths were front and center, representing our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

Our speaker for the day was one of our very own Elijah Walters who was born and raised at Ebenezer 
and has answered the call to be a minister of the Gospel. He allowed the Lord to use him to deliver a 
powerful message specifically to our young people and by God’s Grace they were able to connect. In 
addition, the adults in the congregation were touched and Pastor Paula Olivier applauded Elijah “Eli” 
for the wonderful sermon he had delivered. It was an emotional moment when his grandmother 
came up front at the end, and she acknowledged him with a long embrace, showing her pride in him 
and for his amazing sermon. For that we thank God. 

Training our Youths to be leaders is one of the goals of the Youth Department. Having them lead out 
for the entire day is one way we can train them to be great leaders for tomorrow. My prayer is that 
they will succeed in every aspect of their life, that they will fulfill the purpose which God has in store 
for them and that they will all have a personal and an everlasting relationship with my Jesus, the 
only begotten of the Father. God Bless. 

Tracy-Ann Pinnock 
AYS Leader 
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Youth Day Photos
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Easter Cantata 
“Am I Guilty?” 

The headline read: “Am I Guilty?” This was the aptly 
and thought provoking title of our Easter Cantata 
2019. From the first utterance of those piercing words, 
you could see the expressions on the faces of the 
congregants wondering amongst themselves, “AM I 
GUILTY?” The poignant theme awoken the consciences 
of everyone present, and we soon realized we would 
not leave the same way we entered the sanctuary on 
April 20th, 2019 when we hosted our annual Easter 
Cantata. 

It was a story of betrayal, sacrifice, resurrection, redemption, and salvation. Glimpses of Christ’s 
journey, from the Communion Table to The Cross, were depicted through drama, music and the 
spoken Word. With the congregants joyful and emphatic rendition of the resplendent and hopeful 
anthem ‘He Lives’, the rhetorical rebuke, ‘Am I Guilty?’ did not seem like condemnation, but rather 
redemption through the grace of Jesus Christ our Risen King. He Lives proclaimed that ‘For Great’ is 
our God who holds the key to life and death, that though Christ died, He rose and He lives again. As 
we journeyed through Christ’s agonizing ordeal, ‘Am I Guilty’ resonated through the pulsating and 
introspective renditions of ‘O the Blood’ by the Ebenezer Church Choir, and ‘Were You There’ by 
Saxophonist Michael Gayle. But the guilt that was ours was lifted when ‘He Decided’ to lay down His 
life to redeem us from sin. The Ebenezer Children’s Choir also echoed the hope of salvation with 
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their moving and uplifting rendition of ‘He Got Up’ which reminded us that death could not hold 
Him, and the empty grave proves, He arose, He got up and He lives again. 
 

Elder Humphrey Gayle delivered an inspirational 
pastoral appeal reassuring us that though we are in 
fact ‘guilty’, the debt for our sin was paid when Christ 
decided to endure the cross and die the sinner’s death 
to save us and restore us back to Him. No longer 
slaves to sin, but sinners saved by God’s amazing 
grace, Elder Gayle pointed out that we may fall prey 
to sin, we may stumble along our journey or even go 
off-course, but we should be encouraged that even 
though we are prone to sin, the gift of God’s 
‘Marvelous’ grace is available to everyone who will 
surrender all to Him. The journey culminated with the 

riveting rendition of ‘My Life, My Love, My All’ by the combined Ebenezer Church and Children’s 
Choirs. ‘Am I Guilty’ was truly a powerful and soul-stirring illustration of Christ’s gift of love when He 
took our guilt upon Himself so that we could be saved to reign with Him eternally. 

The curtain came to a close on Easter Cantata 2019 
after Elder Humphrey Gayle offered a prayer of 
consecration and recommitment, thus putting it in the 
history books of the Ebenezer church. April Garcy, our 
Music Director, and Wendy Richards, our Choir 
Director, expressed sincere gratitude and thanks to the 
Choirs, guest choir director, JJ Howell, singers, 
musicians, narrators, actors, our Pastor, our First Elder, 
our Church Clerk, Sis Lynette Thompson, the AV 
Team, the Ushers, Deacon Donald Belizaire and his 
creative team, and everyone who contributed to 
making the program a great blessing. With great 
expectation we look forward to our soon coming King!! 

Noreen Greenwood 
Communications Department 
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Easter Cantata Photos
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Women’s Ministries Day 
Women’s Ministries + Mother’s Day 

On Sabbath May 11, 2019, Women’s Ministries Emphasis Day 
and Mother’s Day was highlighted. The GEMS led out on the 
podium and gifts were distributed to all the women by the Men’s 
Ministry department. Pastor Telaine Bussion was the speaker of 
the day and she did an awesome job connecting not only with 
the women but the entire congregation. She had several young 
people involved, acting out her sermon and bringing it to life. 

It was shared that the Women’s Ministries department has 
continued to support the Walkabout Transitional Residence in 
Freeport, NY. The department has conducted workshops on 
Decision Making and Financial Literacy with the young people. 
Birthdays were also celebrated, and grief counseling and support 
was provided to a resident when her mother passed away. Three 

residents also 
joined us at 
Ebenezer for our 
annual Easter Cantata in April. 

The Women’s Ministries department is not only 
engaged in community outreach, but this year they 
supported AIMM (Adventist International Medical 
Missionaries) by raising funds and collecting clothing 
and shoes for the Mission Trip to the Dominican 

Republic from August 1 st through the 11th, 2019. 
Michelle Van Brussel and the coordinator from the 
Bethesda SDA Church also traveled to the 
Dominican Republic to assist the optical team with 
the distribution of glasses. During the mission trip, 
over 290 pairs of glasses were distributed and over 
595 families received humanitarian aid from 
AIMM. 

Proverbs 19:17 says, “Whoever is kind to the poor 
lends to the Lord, and He will reward them for what they have done. It is with this in mind, that the 
Ebenezer Women’s Ministries department is committed to be of service to those in need, both at 
home and abroad. 
 
Michelle Van Brussel 
Women’s Ministries Director 
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Women’s Ministries Photos

http://www.imagebam.com/gallery/vpiac4m8s5u983mzrtrjz6btvzn1211y


Education Day 
“Education is the Passport to Your Future” 

The annual Graduate Recognition Program was held on July 13, 2019. Customarily, all graduates are 
included from Kindergarten to Doctoral levels. This year, the Education Department was honored to 
celebrate the accomplishments of our graduates as well as the Vacation Bible School participants. 
Graduates from various levels participated in the Divine Worship Service. The theme for the Day was 
”Education is the Passport to your Future.” 

Rosario Lorenzana, Education Director presented the Education Spotlight in which she gave her 
personal testimony and expressed her vision for the department to serve students in the church and 
in the community. Pastor Paula Olivier preached a beautiful sermon supporting the theme for the 
day and a special lunch was prepared for the members and guests as well. 

The evening’s program was dedicated to recognizing the graduates of 2019 as well as the children 
who participated in Vacation Bible School. Twenty-two graduates received gifts appropriate to their 
level of achievement, and the participants from the Vacation Bible School also received tokens. The 
evening ended with light appetizers to culminate the celebration. 

Overall it was a great day spent highlighting the accomplishments of the graduates for 2019. 

Rosario Lorenzana 
Education Director 
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Health Fair 
Community Responsibility 

On Sunday, August 3, 2019, the Ebenezer SDA 
Church under the tutelage of Dr. Paula Olivier, our 
Pastor, over one hundred and sixty (160) 
individuals and families from Freeport and 
neighboring communities were served during the 
Health Fair.   
  
In partnership with over eight (8) Nassau and 
Suffolk county service providers and the Ebenezer 
Health Ministry’s Department and Nurses’ Guild, a bevy of general health care services were offered, 
such as blood pressure checks, asthma and Body Mass Index screenings, as well as advanced and 
specialized services, including mammograms; hearing, dental, vision and cancer screenings. Skill 
building workshops such as a “Stop the Bleed” Seminar facilitated by Nassau University Medical 
Center (NUMC) and a Stress Management Workshop by Adelphi University were also offered. 
  
Stony Brook Medical Center’s Mammogram bus was onsite to provide cancer screenings for 
community members. Furthermore, several community members signed up for future cancer 
screenings by Stony Brook Hospital and Adelphi University.  HealthFirst Insurance and Empire 
Insurance were on hand to provide much needed insurance information and enroll adults and 
children without healthcare coverage. Finally, Long Island Federally Qualified Health Centers 
(LIQHC) provided follow up care resources for the Health Fair attendees. The Health Ministry’s team 
under the guidance of Carl-Robert Paul, RN, the Ebenezer Nurses’ Guild with Dr. Ella Jean-Louis at 
the helm and Cathleen St. Clair, PA provided well needed consultations for several health challenges 
and was able to thwart serious health issues for a handful of attendees. 

Dr. Monique Harvey, a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. volunteered her time and through 
her services, hearing impairment was detected for eight (8) community members. The day was 
topped off with free smoothies derived from our healthy food demonstration by Elizabeth Burke, Ina 
Richards and Vanessa Burke, while the tropical sounds of the steel pans wafted through the 
neighborhood courtesy of Carlyle Richards. 
  
With prayer always needed, prayers were offered from the Prayer Station for those who had requests. 
In addition, there were massages, face painting, snow cones, and a myriad of activities for the 
children, including free Back to School giveaways. The children’s activity station was spearheaded by 
the formidable and capable Belizaire-couple and the Ebenezer Falcons Adventurers’ and Pathfinders’ 
Clubs. 
  
The event was tremendously successful evidenced by the feature in the Long Island Herald. The 
Planning committee thanks all those involved in the painstaking coordination and execution of the 
event, and the collective team looks forward to next year’s Fair…bigger and better! 
 
Latoya Ellis-Alleyne 
Health Fair Coordinator 
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Health Fair Photos
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Oshkosh 2019 
International Pathfinder Camporee 

This past August 2019, the Ebenezer Falcons 
Pathfinder Club had the amazing opportunity to 
travel to Oshkosh, Wisconsin for the biggest 
Adventist youth event in the world. There were 
approximately 60 Pathfinders from Ebenezer, 
along with several Master Guides, including our 
dear Pastor, Dr. Paula Olivier and First Elder, 
Latoya Benjamin. Pathfinder clubs from all over 
the world come together every five years for 
one giant purpose and message, “Chosen.” We 
are chosen, every one of us, and throughout the 
one-week camporee we did numerous activities 
together to remember that. 

Between honors, competitions, rallies, parades, 
group projects, etc. We were granted a chance 
to minister to one another with different styles 
and cultural understandings. Doing honors with 
other pathfinder clubs, such as the “Airplane 
Honor,” gave us a chance to see how aviation is 
viewed within different regions. One of the 
most advertised honors was the archery honor, 
which attracted hundreds of people every day. 
Most people are not exposed to archery in their 
home regions, but the coming together of all 
people allowed everyone to walk away with 
something more than what they came with. 
One of the many activities that our Pathfinders 
enjoyed was pin trading. Long Island area 
pathfinder clubs were blessed to be given our 
very own custom pins that reveal who we were 
and what we were about. The younger 
pathfinders and even staff had tons of fun 
trading and engaging with other Pathfinder 
members from different parts of the world. 

Our Falcons were able to experience the nightly 
shows which was one of the main highlights of 
the camporee. At around 7 pm every night, all 
camporee members made way to the main 
stage for a well-presented production. There 
were skits, musical performances, speakers, and 
the introduction of the camporee theme song. 

Each year there is a theme song that connects 
to the camporee theme and this year’s theme 
song was “I Am Chosen.” Every night, the entire 
camp population came together to sing this 
song as an anthem for everyone. Between the 
massive joining of cultures, the group learning, 
development, and the enjoyable night shows, it 
is safe to say we will always remember the fact 
that “We are Chosen.” 

Charleston Surprise 
Master Guide 
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Oshkosh 2019 Recap Photos
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International Day 2019 
“Parade of Nations” 

International Pathfinder Camporee International day or 
weekend is always highly anticipated at the Ebenezer 
SDA church and 2019 was no different. It was celebrated 
on August 24th & 25th and the theme was “Parade of 
Nations.” On Sabbath August 24th we had the church 
service and on Sunday August 25th, was the celebration 
at the Eisenhower Park with the different countries 
displaying and serving their favorite dishes. 

On Sabbath August 24th, members, and guests from 
fifteen countries packed the sanctuary for the Divine 
Worship service and the platform party represented 

thirteen countries. National pride reigned during the “Parade of Nations” as the Pathfinders marched 
in with a beautiful array of flags representing the various countries including, Antigua & Barbuda, 
Barbados, Costa Rica, Cuba, El Salvador, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Panama, Philippines, St. Vincent & 
The Grenadines, South Africa, Suriname, Trinidad & Tobago, and the USA. While the Pathfinders 
came in, Latoya Alleyne and Tameika Bucknor announced and informed the church on the history of 
the countries. The congregants bedecked in their native colors stood and cheered on their countries 
loudly during the parade. 

Pastor Paula Olivier introduced the speaker for Divine Hour, Pastor Orville Brissett. He delivered a 
fitting and timely message coinciding with the International Day theme and the congregants were 
truly blessed. 

On Sunday August 25th , members, their families, and friends gathered at the Eisenhower Park from 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to display and taste the foods from various countries. Everyone was dressed 
in their native attires representing their respective countries. Among the tables present were Haiti, 
Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago, St. Vincent, and the USA. Some of the favorite foods represented were 
Jerk Chicken, Curry Goat, Rice & Peas, Ginger Beer, Roti, Black Rice, Chicken Paella, Hamburgers & 
Hot Dogs, Shaved Ice, Roasted Corn, Cane, Cakes & Desserts and many more. Everyone had a great 
time sampling the tasty food and fellowshipping with each other. There were also board games, with 
the most popular one being Dominoes and the children also played soccer. It was a fun filled day and 
many lasting memories were created. 

Overall it was an amazing International weekend, and everyone felt rewarded by representing their 
countries in their native attires and the special dishes that were thoughtfully prepared and shared 
with everyone. 

Leonie Boucher 
Communications Director 
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International Day Photos
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Seniors’ Brunch 2019 
“A Taste of the Tropics” 

On Sunday September 15, 2019, the Ebenezer Seventh-
day Adventist Church hosted our annual Seniors’ Brunch 
under the theme ‘A Taste of the Tropics’. The venue for 
this auspicious event was the Ebenezer church’s dining 
hall, which was transformed into a tropical oasis with 
scenic murals, palms and beautiful island décor by 
Donna Hines, Latoya Ellis-Alleyne and Valrie 
Constantine. This spectacular evening was organized by 
the Clerks and First Elder to give the Seniors a taste of 
their home away from home, for those who emigrated 
from the islands, and a tropical delight for those who 
have visited or dreamed of visiting any of the island 
paradise. The Seniors embarked on the shores of the church grounds in their floral and island 
themed colors, adding a vibrant and flamboyant ambiance to the decor. 

Our graceful and energetic Mistress of Ceremony, Mrs. Dawn Samuels-
Pinnock, welcomed everyone in her usual exuberant and cheerful style 
setting the stage for an exceptionally delightful and funtastic evening. 
Latoya Benjamin, our First Elder opened the evening’s festivities with 
prayer, after which, Valrie Constantine, our Head Clerk officially welcomed 
everyone on behalf of the church and the Clerk’s Department. The 
masterful DJ Stretch (Everton Pinnock), was once again our in-house disc 
jockey for the evening and provided selective stylistic island sounds to the 
delight and enjoyment of everyone who attended. Our musical guest for 
the evening was Carlyle Richards who serenaded the attendees with two 
island-esque, melodious and harmonious steel pan renditions. This year’s 
Seniors Brunch incorporated a new and exciting activity where the Seniors 
got the opportunity to put their creative and artistic dexterity in practice. 
Little did we know that we had some Van Gogh’s, Picasso’s, Michelangelo’s, 

Da Vinci and Rembrandt’s in our congregation. Our guest art instructor, Locksley Codner guided our 
creative geniuses on a tropical journey by having them paint a tropical scene that illustrates their 
dream vacation or destination. The end results were absolutely amazing, and the Seniors were 
excited about the activity and their creative masterpieces. 

The momentous highlight of the evening was the charge 
and toast delivered by Guest Speaker, the extraordinary 
and beautiful Mrs. Tivara Paul, Attorney-at-law, and 
Director of the Religious Liberty Department at the 
Ebenezer SDA church. In her address to the Seniors, 
which was entitled “You Are the One,” Mrs. Paul 
eloquently and poignantly articulated the role the 
Seniors play in the church family and how her life and 
accomplishments were impacted by their contribution of 
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SENIORS’ BRUNCH 2019 [continued from page 14] 

their time, efforts and prayers. She pointed out 
that it is the community of Seniors who help to 
shape the young people of the church 
empowering each one with the tools of success. A 
focal point of her speech was her illustration of a 
builder making a house. “If I were a house, I 
would be made out of cement blocks, and if you 
ever pulled any of those blocks out, each and 
every one would have the name of a senior in the 
church written on it because the village 
contributed to making me the resilient structure”, 
as well as the exemplary role model she has 
become. Mrs. Paul concluded by saluting the 

Seniors and reminding them that whenever they are admiring a young person in the church, they 
should stop and give themselves credit because, “You Are the One” that contributed to their success. 

Our Seniors and all who attended were gifted personalized tokens, and special gifts were presented 
to those who celebrated historic milestones in the church’s history. 

 
The evening was enhanced with the delectable and mouthwatering cuisine, which was prepared by 
two able caterers, offered treats reminiscent of the islands to the delight of the Seniors. The Mistress 
of Ceremony brought the spectacular occasion to a close. It was a delightful “Tropical Paradise,” and 
we look forward to 2020 when we will once again, commemorate, celebrate, and appreciate the 
‘maharishis’ among us. 

Noreen Greenwood 
Clerk 
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Seniors Brunch Photos
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Men’s Ministry Day 
“Oh, That Men Would Worship” 

On September 21, 2019, the Men of Ebenezer came together to “Sound the Battle Cry” that indeed 
Christ is Captain of the mighty throng! Men, brothers, and future leaders were called to worship and 
to lead the household of faith into a mountain-top experience with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
“Oh that men would worship” was the setting on this particular Sabbath day. 

The Men’s Ministry Council, which is comprised of Bancroft Burke, Brian 
Robinson, Donald Belizaire, and Allan Rocque, presented before the Lord 
notable men – both young and of age – tokens of recognition of their 
service to the Master during the Men’s Ministry spotlight. Beginning with 
the ministers of house of Cyril, both Agniel and William were presented 
with an award for their Outstanding Service in Hospitality. The awards 
were appropriately inscribed “Whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it for Me.” Indeed, this was an 
inscription that did not describe the half of the dedication, service, and 
commitment that they minister to the body of Ebenezer with unswerving 
faithfulness and passion. Also, Men’s Ministry raised up before the Lord 
Grant Woods, Charleston Surprise, and Elijah Hope: soldiers in the army of 
Christ who lovingly position themselves on the front line of the Ebenezer  
SDA Church as Ushers – the portal of Christian Hospitality! For being the first line of defense, their 
awards were presented to them with the inscription “Kind words are as dew and gentle showers to 
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SENIORS’ BRUNCH 2019 [continued from page 16]  

the soul.” Through their ministry, both members and visitors alike are prepared for the atmosphere of 
praise and worship that permeates the sanctuary of Ebenezer. The final presentation was made to a 
shining example of what the Lord seeks to do in – and to – the lives of His people. Elder Michael 
Gray was presented before the Lord for his service in the cause of Christ. His award was inscribed 
with the words that signify the robe of humility to be worn by every man who serves as either a 
leader or a leader in training: Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor 
especially they who labor in the word and doctrine.” 

The program continued with the Ebenezer Praise Team lifting the name of Jesus on high! Creating an 
atmosphere of praise that invited the presence of our Lord and King Jesus Christ, the congregation 
was favored by the music ministry of the visiting Men’s Chorale of the Bethel A.M.E. Church located 
in Amityville, Long Island. Following the Scripture reading which was presented by Kelly Paul 
(Philippians 3:13-14), the speaker of the hour, Pastor Easton Marks, delivered a message from on 
high for the men to “Quit Yourselves Like Men!” 

And if that was not enough, the Men’s Ministry department invited the Women’s Ministry department 
to present the afternoon program “The Truth About Men” - a panel discussion of Devon Franklin’s 
book exposing the makeup and mindset of men! The panel consisted of a seasoned married couple, 
and men and woman representing teenagers and young adults, as well as a demographic of single 
parents. The discussion was so popular that the audience “demanded” a follow-up discussion in the 
near future. All in all, it was a high day in Zion, to say the least. May God continue to bless and raise 
up men to take their rightful place in the kingdom of God here on earth – as brothers, 
fathers, leaders, soldiers in the cause of Christ. 

Allan Rocque 
Men’s Ministry Director 
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Men’s Ministry Day Photos
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Pastor Appreciation Day 2019 
Appreciation of Dr. Paula Olivier 

The month of October is usually set aside by the NEC for 
Pastor Appreciation Day. However, at Ebenezer it was 
decided by the Church Board to celebrate Pastor Olivier 
every day in October. As a result, Pastor Olivier got a gift 
every day of the month and this was ably coordinated by 
Donna Hines & The Elders’ Wives. Pastor Olivier was very 
appreciative of the kindness, extra efforts and the gifts 
received from the congregation. 

However, on October 12, 2019 all the month’s activities 
were culminated on that day. Pastor Olivier was 

especially happy because not only was her dear husband, 
Pastor Smith Olivier present for the entire day’s activities, but also her mother and nephew. Pastor 
Olivier presented her mother and nephew to the Ebenezer church family. 

From Sabbath School, through Divine Hour and after 
Lunch, Pastor Olivier was celebrated. Pastor Marquis 
Johns was the speaker for Divine Hour, and Pastor Olivier 
is not only a mentor to him, but they are good friends. 
Pastor Johns can call on Pastor Olivier for advice and 
they share a great pastoral relationship. He did an 
amazing job showing how God has specially chosen 
Pastor Olivier for ministry. He also commented on how 
much God has blessed her ministry and that she not only 
serves the Ebenezer church family well, but also how 
much she is involved in the Freeport community. Pastor 
Olivier was very humbled by all the wonderful compliments paid to her by her mentee. Pastor Olivier 
was also presented with a gift by Elder Latoya Benjamin on behalf of the Ebenezer church family, and 
a bouquet of flowers was also presented to her mother. The Choir did a great job with the music and 
all present were taken to another level. 

After Divine service, the congregation was treated to a beautifully prepared meal. Pastor Smith 
Olivier, Pastor Johns, Pastor Olivier’s mother and nephew along with Dr. Daniel Honore (President of 
the NEC) and the Elders, joined her for lunch. After lunch, several departments including Music 
Ministry, Pathfinder, Children’s Ministry, Audiovisual, Family Life, Personal Ministry, Women’s & Men’s 
Ministries, etc. presented Pastor Olivier with gifts and comments showing their appreciation for her 
pastoral leadership, support, dedication and administrative skills displayed. 

It was a beautiful day and Pastor Olivier was very thankful for all the activities that were planned 
and executed for her special day. 
 
Leonie Boucher 
Communications Director 
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Pastor Appreciation Day Photos
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A Year Full of Adventures 2019 
 

Last year was full of many exciting adventures! The 
children did various activities, went on several outings, 
contributed to their Community and fostered friendships. 
They did this while developing the ultimate goals; which 
is building a relationship with God. 

We did different community outreaches such as 
recognizing and donating to Police Station. We made Care 
Bags for families and people in need. We participated in 
and raised funds for the Sunrise Walk for Childhood 
Cancer. 

The Children also enjoyed engaging in several hands-on activities like painting, learning about and 
creating the Solar System, hosting Sabbath School, having Joel speak for Youth Day, participating in 
the Health Fair and having a Carnival for Adventurers Registration. 

We are growing strong! We have inducted eleven new Adventurers and invested thirty-two. We are so 
proud of our youth. We can’t wait to see what new adventures God has in store. 

Revna Belizaire 
Adventurer Director 
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[COVID-19] HUGGING ALTERNATIVES DURING THE PANDEMIC 
We’re reminded how long it’s been since we’ve seen our fellow members, as we surpass the one-year 
mark of the first U.S. coronavirus case. It’s also been just as long since we’ve been able to greet each 
other with a warm, Christian hug. We all miss these heartwarming embraces. However with the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention continuing to encourage social distancing to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, we can look to these safe, feel-good alternatives. 

Try Some Tea - Instead of a hug, brew yourself a steaming cup of comfort with your favorite tea. For 
some extra calming power, try a caffeine-free herbal tea with flavors of chamomile, spearmint or 
lemongrass, 

Stress-free Soak - Wash off the day - and your stress - with a warm bath. Moments of self-care like a 
luxurious bath at the the end of a long day is the perfect way to give yourself a sort of a “hug.” Make 
bath time extra special with bath bombs infused with calming essential oils or a good book. 

Weighted Blankets - If you want to feel like you’re being hugged and cuddled all at once, try a 
weighted blanket. These heavier-than-usual blankets have gained popularity in the past few years since 
laying them over yourself mimics the feeling of a hug or being held. 

Source: USA Today 



Pathfinder Day 2019 
Photos 
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PATHFINDER DAY 2019 [continued from page 20] 
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Ebenezer Christmas Cantata 2019 
“The Promise of a Savior” 

“The Promise of a Savior”: A story of hope, faith, peace, joy &amp; love. Hope that there is better in a 
world that is filled with chaos, faith to know that we will make it, the peace and joy we have of the 
promise Savior, and love to share in a world that is filled with hatred. This the goal of the Ebenezer 
Seventh-day Adventist church as they celebrated their Christmas Cantata on December 21st, 2019. 

As the congregants and visitors filled the pews of the 
church in great expectation and anticipation to experience 
and witness the musical drama, and receive the spoken 
Word, it was evident this was going to be a ‘high day’ in 
Zion and lives were going to be transformed. ‘The Promise 
of a Savior’ was expected to inspire everyone to remember 
that Jesus had to come, so He could die to save us from 
sin, and no doubt, this was achieved as was evidenced in 
the expressions on the faces of the congregants. 

“Joy to the World” was the opening anthem, sang 
harmoniously and melodiously by the Ebenezer Choir, 

which set the stage for the journey the audience was about to embark on for the divine service. This 
song had everyone in awe, as it was not sang to the regular tunes the audience was used to, but was 
meticulously arranged by the multi-talented James Hall, who was also a Guest Director and Soloist at 
the Cantata. 

The audience was still reeling in the fact that amidst the 
trials and troubles in this world, there is joy, when 
soloist, Robert Cobb assured the congregants with his 
powerful rendition of ‘Trust in You’ which was a 
reminder that God did not create us to worry nor fear, 
but instead to trust in Him. The Messiah, birth in ‘mess’, 
came to earth, to become a living proof of God’s message 
that we can truly trust Him and trust His promises. 
Though, Christ’s birth brought joy to the world, the 
narrators pointed out that sin has so eroded our moral 
fiber and principles that we have lost the true meaning 
of why Christ came. God sent His precious ‘Breath of 
Heaven’ to earth to become flesh and take on the form of mortal man so that He could ‘Heal Our 
Land’ and become a propitiation for our sins. It was on that ‘O Holy Night’ in a lowly manger in the 
city of Bethlehem, that history was created, the Word became flesh, and the promise was fulfilled. 

Dr. Paula Olivier, our esteemed Pastor expanded more on this precious gift of God in her pastoral 
charge and appeal entitled ‘“Message from the Manager”. Her powerful and dynamic presentation 
illustrated the significance of Christ entering this sinful world in a lowly manger. Dr. Olivier 
presented a thought-provoking unpacking of Luke 2 verse 12, where she expounded on the meaning 
of the word ‘manger’ as being a feeding trough for animals. In other words, a place where bits and 
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pieces of food are laid out for it to 
be eaten by animals on a farm. It 
was a dirty and messy 
environment, not fit for the birth 
of a child, and most certainly not 
fit for the birth of our King. 
However, she submitted that, 
through Christ’s birth in a manger 
it allows Him to identify with 
those born in a mess. It is through 
and from our mess that we have 
life-changing messages to share with the world and point them to Christ. Pastor Olivier pointed out 
that Luke 2:12 is tailored to teach us that Christ did not come to save the perfect, but rather He came 
for the ‘messed-up’, the ‘broken’, the ‘downtrodden’, and the ‘sinner’. The greatest gift of all did not 
come in a gift box but instead He showed up in a manger. The manger is a message from the Messiah 
that we need not worry about the mess we may have come from, or the mess we ourselves may have 
created in the past or the ‘mess’ we have endured and may still be going through. The night when 
Christ was born was to assure us of a future, and the Ebenezer Praise team and Guest Soloist Ashley 
Gill reminded us of this promise when they lifted their voices in praise and adoration in singing “O 
Come All Ye Faithful.” 

One can only imagine what it must have been to be in “The Presence of a King” in that manger on 
that miraculous night, and not just any king, but the King of kings. But we too can sing about being 
in the presence of the King, because He is the same King who was wounded for our transgressions, 
sacrificed on a rugged cross for our sins, and victoriously arose to save us and redeem us back to 
Him. He is “Still the Lamb”, the sacrificial ‘Lamb’, the precious breath of Heaven, is still the Lamb of 
God, and the King of kings. 

The dramatic exploration of the story of Christ’s birth crescendoed with the glorious and powerful 
rendition of “King” by the Ebenezer Church Choir and Guest Soloist James Hall. It was evident from 
the standing ovations and shouts of praise from the congregants that they received the ‘Message from 
the Manger’: the promise of hope, faith, peace, joy and love. Elder Latoya Benjamin closed the 
Cantata with a prayer of recommitment and rededication, after which April Garcy our Music Director 
and Wendy Richards, our Choir Director, expressed vote of thanks to everyone who contributed to 
making our Christmas Cantata 2019 a tremendous blessing. May we continue to worship the King of 
kings as we look forward to His second coming!!!! 

Noreen Greenwood 
Communications Department

23

Christmas Cantata Photos
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